
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 20 October 2016] 

 p7480b-7482a 
Mrs Glenys Godfrey; Mr Bill Marmion 

FORRESTFIELD–AIRPORT LINK 
Grievance 

MRS G.J. GODFREY (Belmont) [9.47 am]: My grievance to the Minister for Transport, Hon Bill Marmion, 
MLA, is about the Forrestfield–Airport Link project, which has one of its stations in Redcliffe and will greatly 
benefit my electorate. All members here know that one of this government’s election commitments in 2013 was 
to connect the Perth CBD to Perth Airport through a new train line, which would spur from the Midland line at 
Bayswater train station. In the 2013–14 state budget, $2 billion was allocated to the Forrestfield–Airport Link 
project to deliver a rail service to the eastern suburbs with stations in Forrestfield, Perth Airport and Redcliffe, as 
I mentioned before. With completion due in 2020, this project will help relieve pressure on existing road 
networks and give Western Australians and tourists alike a convenient transport option to Perth Airport. It will 
connect Forrestfield to the city with a 20-minute train ride. From Redcliffe, the journey to the city will take only 
15 minutes. This new train line will run through underground tunnels to ensure a minimal impact on the 
environment and existing land and road networks, and it will have newly expanded bus-feeder services, allowing 
for integrated transport options. 
In April this year, the Public Transport Authority of Western Australia awarded the design, construct and 
maintenance contract worth $1.17 billion to Salini Impregilo–NRW Joint Venture. The area surrounding the 
future Belmont station will undergo considerable change due to not only the new station, but also development 
area 6 plan, which is being implemented by the City of Belmont, as well as changes to road layouts being 
conducted by Main Roads WA. Since 2003, the City of Belmont has identified the pocket of Redcliffe 
surrounding the future train station as a significant redevelopment area called development area 6. The vision 
plan for DA6 has flagged the area for high-density development, which could eventually accommodate over 
3 000 dwellings with 8.2 per cent of its area retained as public open space.  

The vision plan also includes the closure of Brearley Avenue, which is a contentious issue for local residents. 
Earlier this year I presented a grievance on behalf of my constituents to the previous Minister for Transport, who 
agreed to maintain interim access for local traffic on Brearley Avenue between Great Eastern Highway and 
First Street while Main Roads Western Australia investigated alternative access options to this area. Responding to 
local residents’ demands, Main Roads is also conducting upgrades to the intersections of Great Eastern Highway 
and Fauntleroy Avenue and Coolgardie Avenue in advance of the partial closure of Brearley Avenue. 

As members can see, many agencies are involved in the changes occurring in this small pocket of Redcliffe: the 
Public Transport Authority, which is responsible for the new train line; SI-NRW as the joint venture chosen to 
design and construct the train line and the stations; the City of Belmont, which is responsible for the 
development area 6 plan and its implementation; and Main Roads, the agency investigating and conducting the 
changes to the road layouts. This creates a lot of confusion for local residents who sometimes feel they are being 
handballed from agency to agency when they need assistance on an issue. I was contacted by a number of 
constituents who would like a single point of contact to deal with issues relating to their area. With that in mind 
I wrote to the then Minister for Transport in March this year suggesting that a dedicated community liaison 
officer be appointed for the Forrestfield–Airport Link project and related activities conducted by Main Roads. In 
his response the minister advised that it would be prudent to look into the option once construction work 
commenced. With the SI-NRW joint venture now busy preparing detailed designs for the whole project, and the 
start of construction in 2017 imminent, I would appreciate it if the minister could provide information that I can 
share with my constituents about the systems being put in place to facilitate communication and consultation 
with local residents and stakeholders within the vicinity of the train line and the station’s construction areas. 
I thank the minister. 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Transport) [9.52 am]: I thank the member for Belmont for 
raising this grievance on the Forrestfield–Airport Link and for providing me with some notice of the grievance 
and the issues she wished to raise today. I congratulate her on her involvement in this issue with her community. 
It is very difficult addressing the member with her seated right behind me! I know that she hosted a transport 
community information forum in her electorate late last year and it is fantastic to hear that her efforts to consult 
with her community have engaged residents in her electorate on this very important project. 

As the member would be aware, this project has also been assessed by Infrastructure Australia and is listed as 
a priority project on Infrastructure Australia’s national infrastructure priority list. The concerns and feedback of the 
member for Belmont’s constituents are very important to her and I acknowledge the numerous representations she 
has made, to not only me but also the former Minister for Transport, on behalf of her local community and in 
particular the residents who are impacted by development area 6. I am advised that the Public Transport Authority 
has a dedicated communications team, which was set up around late 2013, to manage stakeholder and community 
engagement for the Forrestfield–Airport Link project, including construction of the Belmont station. The PTA has 
been actively promoting the project since late 2014 with a series of community information sessions, a dedicated 
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website, which the member has probably accessed to obtain her information, and project factsheets to keep 
community members informed. All communication materials clearly provide the PTA’s dedicated email address. In 
light of the issues that the member has raised today, I will ask the PTA to explore the possibility of providing 
a dedicated telephone number for this particular project so that the public can call the communications team and 
know that they can get through to that line should they have questions about this project, similarly to what was done 
for the very successful Gateway WA project. I am keen for that to happen. 

I have an update: the PTA is currently carrying out forward works along Central Avenue in preparation for the 
Belmont station construction, and is in regular contact with residents, including site walks and letterbox drops 
and by responding to the individual concerns of residents. I understand that the member’s office has helped to 
spread the word to the local community that the PTA was working to establish a Belmont station community 
reference group. As a result, the PTA received a strong response to the call for nominations and the first meeting 
of the group was held on Tuesday, 18 October with nine community representatives being members of the 
group—well done. The group is chaired and managed by the PTA with the purpose of discussing construction 
impacts surrounding the construction of Belmont station. 

The contractors, Salini lmpregilo–NRW Joint Venture—SI-NRW for short—the communications team and 
senior project members will also participate in these community group meetings to provide detailed construction 
information to ensure a seamless approach to community and stakeholder engagement. There has been 
significant effort to engage the community on this project and keep them informed of project details and 
potential disruptions and I assure the member that these efforts will continue. I understand that a number of 
different departments are involved, as the member mentioned, as it is a complex project, including the 
Public Transport Authority, the Department of Planning and Main Roads Western Australia from the state 
government side, and also local government and others, including Perth Airport. I acknowledge that this can 
sometimes cause confusion for residents who may not be familiar with dealing with multiple agencies. 
I appreciate the member raising this concern and I clarify that the PTA communications team is the first point of 
contact for the FAL project and it will coordinate inquiries and refer them to the relevant agency. The PTA is 
focussed on the delivery of the public transport infrastructure and it would not be appropriate for it to make 
detailed comment on the planned residential, commercial or retail development around the station; nevertheless, 
it should be the first port of call. 
I can assure the member for Belmont that the FAL communications team for the project will maintain a close 
relationship with all stakeholders, including the member’s office. I also understand that the FAL 
communications team has recently been in contact with her office to arrange a project update so that she has the 
most recent information to provide to her constituents who are interested in this project. I am incredibly pleased 
that this landmark project, which will revitalise transport to and from our eastern suburbs, has been of such 
interest to her constituents. 
I would like to thank and congratulate the member for Belmont for her hard work in engaging with her 
constituents and for advocating on their behalf to ensure this word-class transport infrastructure is delivered with 
the least amount of impact to those who live in the area. When operational in 2020, the new Forrestfield line will 
bring Perth’s already highly regarded public transport system into line with some of the best systems in the 
world, by linking the central business district with the recently redeveloped Perth Airport and beyond. It is 
a fantastic project that will benefit residents and visitors alike. I look forward to visiting the site soon with the 
member for Belmont to see how construction is progressing. 
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